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BELARUS DEMOCRACY ACT OF 2011; AND A RESOLUTION 
SUPPORTING THE DEMOCRATIC ASPIRATIONS OF THE 
IVORIAN PEOPLE AND CALLING ON THE UNITED STATES 
TO APPLY INTENSE DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE AND PROVIDE 
HUMANITARIAN SUPPORT IN RESPONSE TO THE POLIT- 
ICAL CRISIS IN COTE D’IVOIRE 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2011 

House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, 

AND Human Rights 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

Washington, DC. 

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:28 a.m., in room 
2172 Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Christopher H. Smith 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Mr. Smith. The subcommittee will now come to order for a mark- 
up on two pieces of legislation. Pursuant to notice, for purposes of 
markup, I call up the bill H.R. 515, the Belarus Democracy Act of 
2011. 

[H.R. 515 follows:] 


( 1 ) 
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I 


112th (X)N(]EESS 
1st Sessiok 


H. R.515 


To reaiilliorize tlie Belarus Demoerae.y Ac.t of 2004. 


IN THE HOUSE OF KEPEESENTATHTilS 

Jantjabt 26, 2011 

Mr. Smith of New Jersey (for himself, Mr. WoLS, Mr. E'uiiTON of Indiana, 
and Mr. RohbabaC!HBR) introduced the following bill; wdiich was referred 
to the Oominittec on Itoreign Affairs, and in addition to the Committees 
on the Jndic.iar}^ and Fiimnc.ial Serelees, for a, period to be subse(iiiently 
detemiined by the Speahei', in each case for consideration of such provi- 
sions as fall wltlnn the jurisdiction of the committee eoncemed 


A BILL 

To reauthorize the Belarus Hemoci-acy .Act of 2004. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senade and House of Bepresenta- 

2 lives of (he United Stales of America in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 This Act may be cited a,s the “Belarus Democracy 

5 Eeautliorizatio.ti Act of 20 1 1 ’ ’ . 

6 SEC. 2. FINDINGS; STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

7 Sections 2 and 3 of the Belarus Dernoeraey Act of 

8 2004 (Public La,w 109-480; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note) is 

9 amended to read as follows; 
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2 

1 “SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

2 “(congress finds the foll<ming: 

3 ”(1) The Govcrmnciit of Belarus has engaged 

4 in a patteni of clear and iincorrected \3olations of 

5 human rights and fundauicntal freedoms. 

6 “(2) The Government of Belaras has engaged 

7 ill a pattern of dear and imcnrrected violations of 

8 basic principles of democratic governance, including 

9 through a series of fundamentally flawed presi- 

10 dential and paiiiamentary elections undermining the 

11 legitimacy of executive and legislative authority in 

12 that conntiy. 

13 “(3) The Goverimient of Belarus has subjected 

14 thousands of pro-democratic political activists to 

15 harassment, boatings, and jailings, particularly as a 

16 result of their attempts to peacefully exercise their 

17 right to freedom of assembly and association. 

18 “(4) The Government of Belaixis has attempted 

19 to maintain a monopoly over the countiy's informa- 

20 tion space, taigctiug independent media, including 

21 independent journalists, for systematic reprisals and 

22 elimination, while suppressing the right to freedom 

23 of spieech and expression of those dissenting from 

24 the dictatorship of Aleksandr Tjukashenka, and 
adopted laws I'estricting the media, including the 


25 
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.3 

1 Internet, in a manner in(*-onsisteiit mtli international 

2 human rights agreements. 

3 “(5) The (jovernnient of Belanis continues a 

4 systematic* campaign of hai'assinent, I'epression, and 

5 closure of nongovernmental organizations, including 

6 independent trade unions and entrepreneurs, and 

7 this crackdown has created a climate of fear that in- 

8 liibits the devel()t)meiit of civil society and social soli- 

9 darity. 

!0 “(6) The Government of Belanis has subjected 

11 leaders and members of select ethnic and r-cligious 

12 minorities to harassment, including the imposition of 

13 heaw fines and denying permission to meet for reli- 

14 gions sei'vdces. 

15 ''{ 1 } The Government of Belarus has attempted 

16 to sdcncc dissent by persecuting human rights and 

17 pro-democracy acthists with threats, filings, expul- 

18 sions, beatings and otlici* forms of intimidation, and 

19 restrictions on freedom of movement and prohibition 

20 of international travel. 

21 “(8) The dictator of Belaras, Aleksandr 

22 Lukashenka, established himself in power by' orehes- 

23 trating an illegal and unconstitutional rcfci'cndum 

24 that enabled him to impose a new constitution, abol- 
ishing the duly elected parliament, the 1 3th Su- 


25 
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1 preme Soviet, iiistalliiig’ a larg-ely powerless National 

2 Assembly, extending liis term in office, and remoAng 

3 applicaible term limits. 

4 "(9) The Government of Belams has failed to 

5 make a eonwncing effort to solve the cases of dis- 

6 appeared opposition figures Yuri Zakhai’cnka, Viktoi" 

7 (xonehar, and Anatoly Krasovsky and journalist 

8 Dmitiy Zavadskjp even though (;redil)le allegations 

9 and eAdence links top officials of the Government to 

10 these disappearance. 

11 “(10) The Government of Belarus has rc- 

12 stricted freedom of ex]:)ression on the Internet by re- 

13 (juiring Internet Servlc'e Providers to niaiiitain data 

14 on Internet users and the sites they view and to pro- 

15 vide sudi (lata to offidals upon reipiest, and by (U'e- 

16 ating a govcrimiciit body with the authority to rc- 

17 quire Internet Seiwlce Providers to block AVeb sites. 

18 'll!) Go December 19, 2010, the Government 

19 of Belarus conducted a presidential election that 

20 failed to meet the standards of the Organization for 

21 Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) for 

22 democratic elections. 

23 “(12) iVftcr the December 19, 2010, presi- 

24 dential election the Grovrernment of Belarus re- 

25 sponded to opposition protests by beating an un- 
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1 known number of and detaining' more 

2 than 600 peaceful protestors. 

3 “(13) After the De<'ember 19, 2010, jwesi- 

4 dential election the Governi'iient of Belarus jailed 

5 seven of the nine opposition presidential candidates 

6 and abused the process of criniinal prosecution to 

7 persecute them, 

8 “(14) After the December 19, 2010, presi- 

9 dential election, the Government of Belarus dis- 
!0 nipted independent broadcast and Internet media, 

11 and engaged in repressive actions against indc- 

1 2 pendent journalists. 

13 "(li>) After the Deeember 19, 2010, xmesi- 

14 dential election, Belarasian security seroices and po- 

15 li(‘e (‘ondneted raids targeting civil society groujes, 

16 individual pro-demoeraey activists, and iudependent 

17 media. 

18 “(16) tVftcr the December 19, 2010, presi- 

19 dential election, Belarusian officials refused to ex- 

20 tend the mandate of the OSCE Office in Minsk. 

21 “(17) The Depaitmeiit of State, the Depaid- 

22 ment of the Treasury, and other executive branch 

23 agencies have hcrctoforc made effective use of tliis 

24 Act to promote the purposes of this Act, as stated 
in section 3 of this Act. 


25 
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1 “SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

2 “It is tli(! policy of the United States to — 

3 “(1) condemn the conduct of the Decembei- 19, 

4 2010, presidential election and crackdown on opposi- 

5 tion candidates, political leaders, and activists, civil 

6 society representatives, and journalists; 

7 ■■(2) (‘ontiiiiie to (‘all for the inmiediate release 

8 without preconditions of all political prisoners in 

9 Belarus, including all those individuals detained in 

10 connection with the Dcecniber 19, 2010, presidential 

1 1 election; 

12 “(3) continue to support the aspirations of the 

13 people of Belarus for democracy, human rights, and 

14 the rule of law; 

15 “(4) continue to support the aspirations of the 

16 people of Belarus to preser^T the independence and 

17 sovereignty of their ((ountiy; 

18 “(5) continue to support, the growth of demo- 

19 eratic movements and institutions in Belarus, with 

20 the ultimate goal of ending tyraimy in that country; 

21 “(6) continue to refuse to accept the results of 

22 the fimdainentally flawed De(‘einber 19, 2010, presi- 

23 dential election held in Belarus, and to support, calls 

24 for new presidential and parhamentaTy elections, 

25 conducted in a maniici" that is free and fair accord- 
ing to OSCE standards; 


26 
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1 “(7) (‘ontiniie to (‘m 11 for the fiilfillinent by the 

2 Belarusian government of Belarus's freely under- 

3 taken obligations as an OSCIE partk'ipating state; 

4 "(8) continue to call for a full accounting of the 

5 disappearances of opposition leaders and journalists 

6 in Belarus, including Victor Gonchar, j:Vnatoly 

7 Krasovsky, Yuri Zakharenka, and Dniiti^' Zavadsl\y, 

8 and the prosecution of those individuals who are in 

9 any way responsible for the disappearance of those 

!0 opposition leaders and joumalists; 

11 “(9) continue to work closely with the Euro- 

12 pean Union and other countries and inteniational 

13 organizations, to promote the (conditions ne(;essaiy 

14 for the integration of Belarus into the European 

15 family of (lemo(',ra(des; and 

16 "(10) roniaiii open to reevaluating United 

17 States policy toward Belarus as warranted by de- 

18 monstrablc progi'css made by the Government of 

19 Belaras consistent with the aims of this Act as stat- 

20 ed in this section, ridi”. 

21 SEC. 3. ASSISTANCE TO PROMOTE DEMOCRACY AND CIVIL 

22 SOCIETY IN BELARUS. 

23 Section 4 of the Belarus Democracy Act of 2004 

24 (Public Tjaw 109-480; 22 U.S.G. 5811 note) is araend- 

25 ed— 
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1 (1) in subsection (a) — 

2 (A) ill paragraph (1), by striking “commu- 

3 nity” and inserting “family”; and 

4 (B) in paragraph (2), by striking “iiiter- 

5 nationally accepted standards and under the sii- 

6 pcrvision of iutcrnationally recognized obscrv- 

7 ers” and inserting “OSCE standards and mon- 

8 itored by OSCE ()l)ser\nrs”; 

9 (2) in subsection (b), by striking “primarily for 

!0 indigenous” and inserting “for independent, indige- 

11 nous”; 

12 (3) in subsection (c) — 

13 (A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 

14 follows: 

15 “(1) faidlitating the development of inde- 
lb pendent, indigenous piint, I'adio, television, and 

17 Internet i)roadcastiiig, wiietlier working within 

18 Bclaius or from locations outside the country;”; and 

19 (B) by redesignating paragraphs (B) 

20 through (8) as paragraphs (2) through (7), re- 

21 spectively; and 

22 (4) in subsection (d)(1), by striking “such sums 

23 as may be necessary for each of the fiscal ycai'S 
2007 and 2008” and inserting “an amount not to 


24 
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1 exceed the amount appropriated f(»r fiscal year 2008 

2 for each of fiscal years 2012 through 2014". 

3 SEC. 4. RADIO AND TELEVISION BROADCASTING TO 

4 BELARUS. 

5 Section 5 of the Belarus Democracy Act of 2004 

6 (Public Law 109-480; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note) is amended 

7 to read as follows: 

8 “SEC. 5. RADIO, TELEVISION, AND INTERNET BROAD- 

9 CASTING TO BELARUS. 

10 “Tt is the sense of Congress that the President should 

11 continue to support radio, television, and lutcruet broad- 

12 casting to the people of Belarus in langua.ges spoken in 

13 Belarus, by Kadio Free Eiirope/Radio Liberty, the Voice 

14 of America, European Eadio for Belarus, and Beisat.”. 

15 SEC. 5. SANCTIONS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT OF 

16 BELARUS. 

17 Section 6 of the Belarus Democracy Act of 2004 

18 (Public Law 109-480; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note) is amcnd- 

19 ed— 

20 (1) in subsection (b) — 

21 (A) in paragraph (1), bj' inserting “or ex- 

22 pression, including those indhi duals jailed 

23 based on political beliefs or expression in coii- 
iieetion with repression that attended the presi- 


24 
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10 

dential election of December 19, 2010” before 
the period at the end: 

(B) in paragrapb (2), by inserting in- 
cluding politically motivated legal charges made 
in connection with repression that attended the 
presidential election of December 19, 2010” be- 
fore the period at the end; 

((b in paragTaph (5), by inserting “and 
violations of human rights, including violations 
of human rights committed in connection with 
the presidential election of December 19, 2010” 
before the period at the end; and 

(D) in paragraph (7), by striking “inter- 
iiationalD recognized obseiwers” and inserting 
“()S(1E observers”; 

(2) in subsection (e) — 

(A) in paragraph (2) — 

(i) by striking “subparagraph (A)” 
and inserting “paragraph (1)”; and 

(ii) by striking “or” at the end; 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the pe- 
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 

(G) b.y adding at the cud the following new 


24 


paragraphs: 
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1 "(4) is a member of any braneli of the seeiirity 

2 or law enforcement seTOces of Belaras and has par- 

3 ti('ipate<l in the 'violent (ira{ikd(m’n on opposition 

4 leaders, journalists, and peaceful protestors that oc~ 

5 ciirred in connection with the presidential election of 

6 Deccinbcr 19, 2010; or 

7 “(5) is a member of any branch of the security 

8 or law enfor(*enient services of Belarus and lias par- 

9 ticipated in the persecution or harassment of reli- 

10 gious groups, human rights defenders, democratic 

11 opposition groups, oi‘ independent media or jouruah 

12 ists.’i 

13 (.3) in subsevtion (e), by striking “of eacii inter- 

14 national financial institution to wiiich” and inserting 

15 “at ea,(4i international financial institution of 

16 which”; and 

17 (4) in subsection (f)(2)(B)(ii), by striking “(as 

18 defined in section 40102 of title 49. United States 

19 Code)”. 

20 SEC. G. REPORT. 

21 Section 8(a) of the Belaras Democracy Act of 2004 

22 (Public Law 109-480; 22 U.S.G. 5811 note) is amend- 

23 cd — 


24 


(1 ) in the matter preceding paragi’apb (1 ) 
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1 (A) In’ striking “tliis Art” and inserting 

2 “the Belaras Democracy Beaiithorization Act of 

3 2011”; and 

4 (B) by inseitiug' “and the Commission on 

5 Security and Cooperation in Europe” after “ap- 

6 propiiatc congressional coimnittccs”; 

7 (2) in paragi’aph (1), by striking “sale or cleliv- 

8 ery of weapons or weapons-related technologies” and 

9 inserting “sale or deliveiy or provision of weapons or 

!0 weapons-related technologies or weapons-related 

11 trainiug”; 

12 (3) in paragraph (2), by striking “involved in 

13 the sale” and inserting “or weapons-related training 

14 involved in the sale or deliveiy or prortsion”; 

15 (4) in paragraph (3), by inserting “or weapons- 

16 related training described in paragraph (1)” before 

17 the period at the end; and 

18 (5) by adding at the end the following new 

19 para graph: 

20 “(5) The cooperation of the Government of 

21 Belaras with any foreign govermiient or organization 

22 for purposes related to the censorship or suiweillance 

23 of the Internet, or the purchase or I'cccipt by the 

24 Government of Belaras of any teehnologi’ or training 
from an}' foreign government or organization for 
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1 purposes related to the ciensorship or sim^eillaiier! of 

2 the Internet.”. 

3 SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS. 

4 Sectioii 9 of the Belarus Denioeraey Act of 2004 

5 (Public Tjaw 109-480; 22 TJ.S.G. 5811 note) is a,Tnend- 

6 cd — 

7 (1) in paragraph (1), by striking “Committee 

8 on International Relations” and inserting “Coiri- 

9 mittee on Foreign Affairs”; and 

10 (2) in paragraph (3) — 

11 (A) in subparagraph (4>)(i), by stiikiug 

12 “and prosecutors” and inserting prosecutors, 

13 and heads of professional assixdations and edn- 

14 cational institutions”; and 

15 (B) in subparagraph (C), by striking 

16 “Lukashcidia regime” and inserting “Govcrn- 

17 ment of Belarus”. 
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Mr. Smith. And then following that, we will then be calling up 
H. Res. 85, authored by Mr. Payne, which concerns all relevant 
issues with Cote d’Ivoire. 

Without objection, H.R. 515, the Belarus Democracy Act, will be 
considered as read and open for amendment at any point. I have 
a bipartisan amendment that members have in front of them in 
their packets, which was provided previously to your offices as well, 
and it is available online as well. The clerk will report the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Kearney. Amendment to H.R. 515, offered by Mr. Smith of 
New Jersey. Page 1, line 5, strike “Reauthorization” and insert 
“and Human Rights.” Page 3, line 14, insert at the end before the 
period, the following: “, sometimes by — ” 

[The amendment offered by Mr. Smith of New Jersey follows:] 
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Amendment to H.R. 615 
Offered by Mr. Smith of New Jersey 

Page 1, line 5, strike “Keauthorization” and insert 
“and Human Kigiits”. 

Page 3, line 1 4, insert, at the end before the period 
the follondiig: sometimes by selective enforcement of 

the 2002 Belarus religion la,w”. 

Page 4, beginning on line 25, strike “an unknown 
number” and insert “sciores”. 

Page 5, after line 20, insert the following: 

1 (17) After the December 19, 2010, presidential 

2 election, opposition candidates and activists have 

3 been perseentcd and detainees have been physically 

4 mistreated, and denied access to family, defense 

5 counsel, medical treatment, and open legal pro- 

6 ceeding's. 

7 (18) After the December 19, 2010, presidential 

8 election, lawyers representing those facing criminal 

9 eliargcs related to the post-election protest have been 

10 subjected to the levocation of licenses, disbaimeiit, 
1 1 sinrl other forms of nressnre 
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1 (19) After the December 19, 2010, presidential 

2 ele(;ti()ii, the Government of Belarus has (*omd(d,ed 

3 political detainees to harsh prison sentences. 

4 (20) After the December 19, 2010, presidential 

5 election, the United States and European Union im- 

6 posed tai'geted travel and financial sanctions on an 

7 expanded list of officials of the Government of 

8 Belarus. 

9 (21) After the December 19, 2010, presidential 

10 eledioii, the United States fully restored saiKtioiis 

11 ag'ainst Belarus’s largest state-otvned petroleum and 

12 (diemic.al (-onglomerate and all of its subsidiaries. 

13 (22) After the December 19, 2010, presidential 

14 election, the United States has engaged in assistance 

15 efforts to provide legal and humanitarian assistance 

16 to those facing repression and preserving access to 

17 independent information, arid has pledged resources 

18 to suppoii human rights advocates, trade unions, 

19 youth and environmental groups, business associa- 

20 tions, tlhnk-tanlcs, democratic political parties and 

21 movements, independent journalists, newspapers and 

22 electronic media operating both inside Belarus and 

23 broadcasting from its neighbors, and to support ac- 
cess of Belanisiarr studeirts to iiideperrdeiit liigher- 


24 
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1 education and expand exchange programs for bnsi- 

2 ness and (dvil scxdety leaders. 

Pa.gc 5, line 21, strike “(17)” and insert “(23)”. 

Page 7, line 15, strike “and”. 

Page 7, after line 15, insert the following: 

3 (10) call on the lutemational Ice Hockey Fed- 

4 eration to suspend its plan to hold the 2014 Inter- 

5 national World Ice Hockey championship in Minsk 

6 until the Government of Belarus releases all political 

7 prisoners; and 

Pa,ge 7, line 16, strike “(10)” and insert “(11)”. 

Page 7, line 20, strike all after “section” and insert 
a period, closing c|uotation marks, and a second period 
outside such closing quotation marks. 

Page 7, beginning on line 21, strike section 3. 

Page 9, line 3, redesignate section 4 as section 3. 

Page 9, line 15, redesignate section 5 as section 4. 

Page 11, line 20, redesignate section 6 as section 5. 

Page 11, strike line 24 through line 6 on page 12 


and insert the followiirg; 
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1 (1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by 

2 striking “tiiis Ait’’ and inserting “the Belarus De- 

3 mocracy and Unman Rights Act of 2011”; and 

Page 13, line 3, redesignate section 7 as section 6. 
Page 13, after- line 17, insert the followirrg; 

4 SEC. 7. FUNDING FOR REPORT. 

5 The recjuirement to prepare and transmit the report 

6 required under section 8 of the Belarus Democracy Act 

7 of 2004 (Public Law 109-480; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note), as 

8 amended by section 6 of this Act, shall be performed \wth~ 

9 in current levels of authorized and appropriated funding. 
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Mr. Smith. Without objection, the amendment will be considered 
as read. And I recognize myself to speak. I will not read my entire 
statement. 

We did have an extensive hearing on Belarus just the other day, 
at which we focused on the despicable actions of Alekandr 
Lukashenka, who is the dictator, especially as relates to the fraud- 
ulent December 19th election in Belarus, and the ongoing crack- 
down on democracy activists and independent journalists by the 
Lukashenka dictatorship. 

Immediately after the election, the government responded to 
peaceful protests against electoral fraud with savage mass beatings 
and large-scale detentions. Over 700 people were hurt. Some of 
those jailed have been abused, and even tortured. A number of 
them have already received harsh sentences of up to 4 years. Near- 
ly 30 remain in detention. 

Their families, lawyers, journalists, and democratic activists con- 
tinue to be harassed and intimidated. The crackdown follows the 
pattern of repression that has characterized Lukashenka’s nearly 
17-year rule. Through a series of rigged elections, large-scale in- 
timidation, and suppression of independent media and civil society, 
the dictator has long since consolidated his control over virtually 
all national institutions. 

Lukashenka’s dictatorship has the worst democracy and human 
rights record of any government in Europe. Several years ago, leg- 
islation I authored known as the Belarus Democracy Act of 2004 
and the Belarus Democracy Reauthorization Act of 2006 passed the 
House and Senate, and was signed into law, with overwhelming bi- 
partisan support. H.R. 515 takes as a starting point the approach 
of the earlier legislation. 

And without objection, I would ask that my full statement be in- 
cluded in the record at this point. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Smith of New Jersey follows:] 
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Africa, Global Health, and Human Rights Subcommittee 
Considerations of H.R. 515, the Belarus Democracy Act of 2011 

Excerpts of Remarks 
Rep. Chris Smith, Chairman 
April 13, 2011 

Before proceeding, 1 would like to express my deep sorrow over the tragic loss of life 
in Monday’s metro terrorist attack in Minsk. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
Belarusian people at this diftlcull lime, and especially with the families and iriends ofthose 
who perished, as well as those injured. 

The fraudulent December 1 9, 20 1 0 election in Belarus and the ongoing crackdown on 
democracy activists and independent journalists by the Lukashenka dictatorship underscore 
the need for this legislation. Immediately after the election, the government responded to 
peaceful prote.sts against electoral fraud with savage mass beatings and large-scale detentions 
- over 700 people. Some of those Jailed have been abused and even tortured. A number have 
already received harsh sentences of up to 4 years. Nearly 30 remain in detention. Their 
families, lawyers, journalists and democratic activists continue to be harassed and 
intimidated. 

The crackdown follows the pattern of I'epression that has characterized Lukashenka’s 
nearly 17 year rule, 'rhrough a series of rigged elections, large-scale intimidation, and the 
suppression of independent media and civil society, the dictator has long since consolidated 
his control over virtually all national inslitulions. Lukaslienka’s dictatorship has the worst 
democracy and human rights record of any government in Europe, 

Several years ago, legislation I authored, the Belaru.s Democracy Act or2004 and the 
Belarus Democracy Reaulhorizalion Act or2006, passed the House and Senate with 
overwhelming bipartisan support and was signed into law. 

H.R. 515 takes as its starting point the approach of the earlier legislation. It states a 
IJ.S. government policy of strong support for the Belarusian people in their struggle against 
the Lukashenka dictatorship, aspiring to live in a free and independent country where their 
human rights are respected, they can choose their government, and officials applyjust laws 
that they themselves are subject to. 


Co-Chainnnn of: Alrheini jr's vCiuicii.s • Bi-P(irli:iar) Co.slilioii for Combating AiTti-SenTitism • Lyinn Di«n,isn Cnunus 
Coalition nn Autibri RaseHtch and Education • Global Irrioinct freodom Caucos = fii Rartican Congre'iSion.Tl Pro-Life Caucus 
Spina Bifida Couriis • Vintnam Caucus » Poland Caucus » Bosnia Caucus 
Aii Hoc Congressional CometiUee for Insb Affairs ’ Congicssional Caucus on Human Trafficking 
^ I'nlnibD ON HbUYClbO PAf£H 
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This bill encourages those struggling for decency and basic rights against the 
overwhelming pressures from the anti-democratic regime. It calls for the iminediate and 
unconditional release of all political prisoners in Belarus, including those detained in the 
post-election crackdown and refuses to recognize tlie results of the flawed elections. It calls 
for a full accounting of the 1999-2000 disappearances of opposition leaders and a journalist 
in Belarus and the prosecution of those responsible. At the same time it explicitly opens the 
door to the re-evaluation of U.S. policy towards the Belarusan government should it take 
significant steps toward democracy and respect for human rights. 

H.R. 515 .supports radio, television and Internet broadcasting to Belarus, specifically 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, Voice of America, European Radio for Belarus and the 
satellite television station Belsat. 

Perhaps most significantly, the bill supports targeted sanctions. Tl expresses the sense 
of the Congress to deny the privilege of visiting our country of senior Belarus officials, their 
immediate families, and others involved in human rights violations and anti-democracy 
actions, including those involved in the December 19 post-election crackdown. Likewise, it 
has sense of Congress provisions prohibiting U.S. government financing, except for 
humanitarian goods and agricultural or medical products, and non-humanitarian loans from 
international financial institutions to the Belarusan government; and blocking assets owned 
by the Belarusian government senior leadership or their lamilies and others involved in anti- 
democratic actions, These sanctions are aimed at the senior leadership of a dictatorship that 
displays contempt for the dignity and rights of Belarusan people - with these sanctions we 
stand with the Belarusan people against their oppressors. 

Finally, H.R. 515 requires the State Department to report to Congress on the sale, 
delivery or provision of weapons or weapons-rclated technologies or training, Lukashenka’s 
personal wealth and assets, and cooperation by the Belarusian government with any foreign 
government or organizations related to censorship or surveillance of the Internet. 


Now a few words on the amendment. It changes the name of the bill to “Belarus 
Democracy and Human Rights Act of 2011,” inserts six new findings that update and give 
greater detail on the Belarusan government’s human rights abuses in the ongoing crackdown 
following the fraudulent election ofDecember 1 9, 20 1 0, and the U.S. government’s response. 


It adds a statement of U.S. policy to call on the International Ice Flockey Federation 
not to hold the 2014 International Ice Hockey Championship in Nlinsk unless political 
prisoners are released - Lukashenka clearly plans to use the hockey championship to 
‘legitimate’ his dictatorship, it is being staged as a replay, on a smaller scale, of what the 
Chinese government did with the 2008 Olympics. 

The amendment also strikes the authorization section. I’he State Department currently 
funds democracy promotion and civil society programs in Belarus through regional accounts, 
and it has already announced its intention to significantly increase its funding in response to 
the post-election crackdown - and 1 flilly support such an increase, 

Finally the amendment clarifies that the required reporting on the Belarusan 
government’s arms trade will be performed within current levels of appropriated funding. 
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Mr. Smith. I would like to recognize Mr. Payne. 

Mr. Payne. Yes, thank you. I have an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute, an amendment on Cote d’Ivoire, and if the 
clerk 

Mr. Smith. We will go right to that in 1 second. Anything on 
Belarus? 

Mr. Payne. Oh, excuse me. 

Mr. Smith. Do any other members wish to speak on the Belarus 
Democracy Act? 

Mr. Payne. Let me just commend you for your efforts, your dili- 
gence, how you have followed this through the decades. And I am 
very pleased that this issue has come to the fore, and I certainly 
support wholeheartedly this resolution. 

Mr. Smith. Thank you very much, Mr. Payne. Hearing no further 
requests to speak, the question is on agreeing to the amendment. 
All those in favor say aye. 

[Ayes.] 

Mr. Smith. All those opposed say no. In the opinion of the chair, 
the ayes have it and the amendment is agreed to. Hearing no fur- 
ther amendments, I move that the bill as amended be reported fa- 
vorably to the full Committee on Foreign Affairs. All those in favor 
say aye. 

[Ayes.] 

Mr. Smith. All those opposed say no. The ayes have it, and the 
motion is agreed to. Without objection, the bill as amended will be 
reported favorably to the full committee in the form of a single 
amendment in the nature of a substitute. Without objection, the 
staff is directed to make any technical and conforming amend- 
ments. 

I now call up the measure H. Res. 85, a resolution supporting the 
democratic aspirations of the Ivorian people, and calling on the 
United States to apply intense diplomatic pressure and provide hu- 
manitarian support in response to the political crisis in Cote 
d’Ivoire. 

[H. Res. 85 follows:] 
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IV 


112th congee SS 
1st Session 


H. RES. 85 


Supporling the democi'alic aspiraXioiis of the Ivoiriaii people and calling 
on the United States to apply intense diplomatic pressure and provide 
hnnianitaiiari support in response to the political crisis in Cote d'Ivoire. 


IN THE HOUSE OF EEPEESENTATRHIB 

Febbuabt 10, 2011 

Mr. P.tYNH (for himself, Mr. Fok.tunbkh.RY, Mr. Royoic, Mr. Rurman, Mr. 
Cab,xahax, Mr. Mhhks, Ms. Bass of California, Ms. Wilson of Morida, 
Mr. Capuano, Ms. .Lee of California, Mr. Ellison, Mr. Towns, Mr. 
Daws of Illinois, Ms. Bicilah.dson, Mr. Rush, Ms. Eddie Bebxioe 
Johnson of Texa,s, Ms. Woolsey, Mr. F.att.yh, Ms. CijArkh of New 
Yorls, Ms. Moore, Mr. Watt, Mr. Clyei.irn, Mr. Ijewis of Georgia, Mr. 
Rangel, Mr. Jackson of Bliiiois, Mr. Butteb.fibld, Mr. Thoaipson of 
Mississippi, Ms, Bkowx of Florida, Ms. Watbb,s, Mr. Cabson of Indi- 
ana, Ms. Fudge, Mr. Bishop of Georgia, and Mii RicmiOND) submitted 
the follownng resolution; which rvas referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs 


RESOLUTION 

Supporting the demoera.tic aspirations of the Hoirian people 
and calling on the United States to apply intense diplo- 
matic pressure and provide humanitarian support in re- 
sponse to the political ctisis in Cote d’Ivoire. 

AHiereas, on March 4, 2007, Laurent Obagbo and key polit- 
ical leaders of (.Ate d’Ivoire signed the Ouagadougou Po- 
litical Agreement (OPA), a roadmap for the countiy’s 
emergence from years of political ciisis, tvhich included 
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2 

piwisions for free and fair elections as part of the con- 
solidation of democratic processes; 

AAdiereas, on November 28, 2010, Alassaue Ouattara was 
elected President of Cote d’Ivoire by a margin of 54 to 
46 percent tlirongh an independent, fair, and transparent 
electoral process, as prescribed under the OPA; 

AAdiei'eas Cote d’Ivoire’s Independent Electoi'al Commission 
(EEC) announced the election results and, in aecordanee 
with the OPA, the United Nations Secretaiy-General’s 
Special Eepresentative independently reviewed the results 
and certified that Alassane Ouattara won the poll; 

AAdiei'eas international observers, including' the Caiter Center, 
the European Union, and the vAfrican Pinion, eondiided 
that minor incidents of electoral problems in all parts of 
the countiy did not materially affect the results; 

AAdiereas Cote d’Ivoire’s Constitutional Council, controlled by 
the incumbent Laurent Obagbo, ovei-rode those results, 
and Mi-. Obagbo has refused to peacefully transfer powei- 
to President Ouattara; 

Whereas the Economic Community of West African States, 
the African Union, the European Union, the United 
States, and the United Nations have all i-ecognhed Mi-. 
Ouattai-a as the winner of the election; 

AAdiereas, since the election, President Ouattara and parts of 
his gov'eniment ha,ve been sequestered by Mr. Gbagbo’s 
forces at the Golf Hotel in the comineTcial capita! 
Abidjan, while Mr. Gbagbo and his supporters hav-e car- 
ried out a vicious campaign of violence and intimidation 
against lai-ge numbers of peaceful Ivoirian citizens and 
nationals of other xAl'rieaii countries; 
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Whereas, to date, the United Nations has verified nearly dOO 
deaths resulting from post-election Nolence, including 
extrajudicia! and summaiy executions of Tvoirians of 
mostly eiNlian supporters of President (Jnattara, and 
there are credible reports of death squads, ethnic tar- 
geting, mass rapes, and other human rights violations; 

Wiereas Mr. Gbagbo has demanded the departure of Ihiited 
Nations peacekeeping forces, and his security forces and 
youth militia routinely perpetrate acts of violence and in- 
timidation against United Nations patrols, have pre- 
vented a United Nations investigation of alleged mass 
grave sites, and prevented the deliveiy of food and basic 
necessities to the Golf Hotel; 

Whereas Mr. Gbagbo is using the state radio and telertsioii 
sendees a,s [lartisan profiagaiida machines to incite anti- 
United Nations and westein sentiments, and has rou- 
tinely exercised censorship, control, and manipulation of 
the media; 

Whereas, according to the United Nations, an estimated 
83, ()()() Uoirians hav-e fled into neighboring Liberia to 
date to escape violence or persecution; 

Mdiereas, to date, Mr. Gbagbo has rebuffed mediation efforts 
by the African Union and the Economic Community of 
West African States, and both regional bodies have sus- 
pended Gbte d’Ivoire's membership, pending President 
Oiiattara’s effective assumption of power; 

AWiereas the United States, European Union, Switzerland, 
and other governments have imposed travel and finaneial 
sanctions on Mr. Gbagbo and many key members of his 
regime, and the West African Moiietaiy Union has taken 
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steps to ensure President Ouattara gains full control of 
state resources; 

Wdiei'eas the AVorld Bank and IMP have suspended theii' ac- 
tivities in Cote d’Ivoire, including a $575,000,000 post- 
conflict economic reconstruction program; 

AAdiereas the political instability in Cote d’Ivoire has serious 
political, economic, and secuiity implications foi‘ its citi- 
zens, and for the entire region; 

Whereas with 17 upcoming elections in Africa in 2011, Mr. 
Gbagbo is sending a coneeTning message to those who 
may seek to undermine the democratic will of Africa’s 
citizens, participatory governance, and the peaceful trans- 
fer of state power on the continent; and 

Whereas the United States has a strong interest in promoting 
democracy and peace in Cote d’Ivoire and across all of 
Africa,: Now, therefor-e, be it 

1 Resolved., That the House of liepreseiitatives — 

2 (1) supports the deinoeratic aspirations of the 

3 Ivoirian people; 

4 (2) strongly condemns any attempt to cir- 

5 cmnvent the will of the people of Cote d’Ivoire, the 

6 majority of whom voted on November 29, 2010, to 

7 elect zflassanc Ouattara as their president; 

8 (3) calls on Laurent Obagbo to respect the will 

9 of the Ivoirian people by peacefully handing over 

10 power' to President iyassane Ouattara; 

11 (4) calls for an immediate end to acts of vio- 

12 leiice, human rights abuses, the intimidation of 
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1 United Nations troops, and the hindrance of United 

2 Nations access to investigate alleged violations of 

3 international human rights and humaiiitariaii la,w; 

4 (5) asserts that Mr. Gbagho and his militaiy 

5 and paraniilitaTy forces “will be held accountable for 

6 any human rights crimes and abuses that they per- 

7 pctrate against Ivoirians and nationals of other i\fri- 

8 can nations residing in Gote d’Ivoire; 

9 (6) calls on the United States Government and 

10 iutemational conununity to coutiiiue to provide sup 

11 port for the ongoing efforts of the Economic Com- 

12 munity of West African States and the African 

13 Union to resolve the ensis, and calls for continued 

14 United Nations Security Council action to ensure 

15 that the democratic process is upheld, that intei'- 

16 national human rights and hunianitarian law are 

17 upheld, and that there is accountability for riolations 

1 8 thereof; 

19 (7) supports the application of smaid, targeted 

20 sanctions against Mr. Gbagho and his key snp- 

21 porters by the United States Government and inter- 

22 national community in order to send a clear message 

23 that impunity will not be tolerated; 

24 
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(8) supports the Economic Community of West 
African States and the African Union’s aggressive 
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1 steps to put further financial strain on Mr. (ibagbo’s 

2 i-eginie, iiiclucliiig any and all actions to ensure that 

3 the Central Baiik of West Afnc.an States (BCEAO) 

4 of the West African Economic and Monetaiy Union 

5 (TjEMOA) restricts Mr. Gbagho's government access 

6 to state funds, and to ensure that BCEAO and all 

7 of its national branches abide by the UEMOA Coun- 

8 cil of Ministers’ decision recognizing Alassane 

9 Ouattara as the legitimately elected President of 

10 Cote d’Ivoire by giving him autlioiity over UEMOA- 

11 related actmties and all Ivnirian BCEAO trans- 

12 actions; and 

13 (9) calls on the United States Government and 

14 other responsible nations to coordinate the deliver}' 

15 of humanitarian assistance within Cote d’lvoii’e and 

16 to neighboring countries hosting Ivoirian refugees, 

17 as neeessaiy and ajjpropriate. 


O 
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Mr. Smith. Without objection, the bill will be considered as read 
and open for amendment at any point. And I recognize my good 
friend, the ranking member, to offer his amendment in the nature 
of a substitute, that members again have in front of them, that was 
provided previously to your offices, and made available online. Mr. 
Payne? 

Mr. Payne. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Since we just 
had a very thorough hearing, I will be very brief I just appreciate 
the amendment being brought up. We know that this is something 
that is very important, and we look for support from all of the 
members here. 

I would also like to, although they just left, acknowledge the fact 
that the Ambassador from Cote d’Ivoire was with us, Mr. Diabate, 
who just left. And also a group from the Ivorian Watch, headed by 
Mrs. Bernadette Paolo, and her group was still here. 

So I have an amendment at the desk. 

Mr. Smith. Thank you, Mr. Payne. The clerk will report the 
amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. Amendment in the nature of a substitute to H. 
Res. 85, offered by Mr. Payne of New Jersey. Strike the preamble, 
and insert the following: ViTiereas, on March 4, 2007, key political 
leaders of Cote d’Ivoire signed — 

[The amendment offered by Mr. Payne follows:] 
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Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute 
TO H.Res. 85 

Offered by Mr. Payne of New Jersey 

Stiike the preamble and iiiseil; the following; 

Whereas, on March 4, 2007, key political leaders of Cote 
dJvoire signed the Ouagadougou Political Agreement 
(OPA), a roadmap for the (iountiys emergence from 
years of political crisis, which included proAsioiis for free 
and fair ele<-tions, among other denio(;ra(;y and peax-e 
building efforts; 

Wliei'eas, as a result of a presidential election runoff poll held 
on November 28, 2010, Alassane Ouattara was elected 
President of Cote d’Ivoire by a margin of 54 to 46 per- 
cent; 

AWiereas the ranoff poll was conducted in an independent, 
fair, and transparent manner under an electoral process 
prescribed under the OPA and in accordance with United 
Nations Security Council resolutions; 

Wliereas Cote d’Ivoire’s Independent Electoral Commission 
(lEC) announced the election results and, in accoiTlance 
with the OPA and vith United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1765, of July 16, 2007, among others, the 
Special Representative of the United Nations Scerctaiy- 
Geuei'al independently reviewed the results and ceitified 
that Alassane Ouattara had won the poll; 

AWiereas the Special Reparesentative of the United Nations 
Scerctarv^-Oencral, employing an independent tally proe- 
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ess, determined that the runoff election was "generally 
eondiK'ted in a demo(Tati(; (ilirnate" and that while the 
poll was marred by scattered procedural iiTegularities 
and incidents of political violence, certified that these de- 
fects were limited in number and in scope, and did not 
materially affect the election results or President-elect 
Ouattara’s margin of vdctoiy; 

Whereas Cote d’Ivoire's Constitutional Council, most of the 
members of which were appointed by the former incum- 
bent Laurent Gbagbo or his allies, revdewed and annulled 
the election runoff poll results announced by tlie Inde- 
pendent Electoral Commission and proclaimed Mr. 
Gbagbo president: 

Wdiereas in certitjdng the legitimacy of the election results 
announced by the Independent Electoral Commission, the 
Special Representative of the United Nations Secretaiy- 
General reviewed and rejected on multiple proceelural and 
substantive bases the findings of the GonstitiitionaJ 
Council; 

Wdiereas international election obseiwer missions, inelnding 
those deployed by the Carter Center, the European 
Union, and the African Union, reached conclusions that 
dovetailed vdth the findings of the Special Representative 
of the United Nations Secretary-Genei'al; 

Whereas the Economic Community of West African States, 
the African Union, the European Union, the United 
States, and the United Nations have all recognized Mr. 
Ouattara as the wiimer of the election; 

Whereas, since the election, INesident Ouattara and parts of 
his government had been sequestered at the Golf Hotel 
in the commercial capital Abidjan while Mr. Gbagbo and 



his supporters, including youth militias and elements of 
the state security for(;es, carried out a ’ihdous (ianipaigu 
of \aolence and intimidation against large numbers of 
peaceful Ivoiiian citizens and natioimls of othei" Afiican 
countries; 

Whereas, to date, the United Nations has verified at least 
500 deaths resulting from post-election Uolcncc, includ- 
ing extra,judicial and sumniaiy executions primarily of 
presumed civilian supporters of President (dnattara, and 
there are credible reports of death squads, ethnic tar- 
geting, mass rapes, and other human rights idolations; 

Ahiereas Mr. Gbagbo had demanded the departure of the 
peaxiekeeping- foix'es of the United Nations Operation in 
Cote d’Ivoire (UNOCI), and his security forces and youth 
militia have routinely perpeti'ated acts of violence and in- 
timidation against United Nations troops and civilian 
personnel, have prevented United Nations investigations 
of alleged mass grave sites, and have prevented the deliv- 
of food and basic necessities to the Golf Hotel; 

AVhereas Mr. Gbagbo used the state radio and television sei'v- 
ices as partisan propaganda maelhnes to incite anti- 
TJnited Nations and anti-western sentiments, and rou- 
tinely exercised censorship, control, and manipulation of 
the media; 

Whereas the post-electoral crisis has caused the displacement 
of an estimated one million people, including’ that of ap- 
proximately 100,000 persons who have fled to Liberia 
and other ueigliboiing countries to escape violence or pei’- 
sceution; 

Mhiereas, Mr. Gbagbo had rebuffed mediation efforts by the 
African Union and the Economic Community of West Af- 
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rican States, and both regional bodies had suspended 
Cote d’Tvoirea membership, pending President 
Ouattara’s effective assumption of power; 

Wliei'eas the Ihiited States, Eui-opean Ihiion, Switzeilaiid, 
and other governments have imposed bilateral travel and 
financial sanctions on Mr. Gbagbo and many key mem- 
bers of his regime, and the West African Moiictaiy Union 
has taken steps to ensure President Onattara gains full 
control of stafe fisc'.al resources; 

Wliereas the World Bank and IMF have suspended their ac- 
tivities ill Cote d’Ivoire, imluding a $575, ()()(), 000 post- 
conflict economic reconstruction program; 

'Whereas the raisis in Cote d’Ivoire’s 1ms imperiled the (ivie., 
economic, and human rights of its citizens and the polit- 
ical stability of the entire sub-region; 

AVliereas with 17 elections scheduled across Africa in 2011, 
Ivoiiian and international acceptance of Mr. Gbagbo’s 
electoral claim would have aided and abetted the efforts 
of those who may seek to undermine the democralie will 
of Africa’s eitizctis and reversed gains in democracy and 
governance across the coiitiuent; 

AVhcrcas on April 11, 2011, Mr. Gbagbo ivas arrested and 
taken into the custody of the forces aligned with the 
elec, ted Pnssidemt, therriiy creating an opportunity for th(! 
political and security crisis in Cote d’Ivoire to be resolved 
and for nile of law to be restored; and 

W’hereas the United States has a strong interest in promoting 
democracy and peace in Cote d’Ivoire; and across all of 
Africa: Now', therefore, be it 
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Strike all after the reso]\iiig’ clause and insert, the 
following: 

Thai the House of Representatives — 

1 (1) supports the democratic aspirations of the 

2 Ivoiiiau people; 

3 (2) strongly condemns Mr, Gbag’bo’s attempt to 

4 cii'cuiiivent the will of the people of Cote d’Ivoire, 

5 the majority of whom voted on November 29. 2010, 

6 to elect Alassane Ouattara as their president; 

7 (3) welcomes the arrest of former president 

8 Laurent Gbagbo and calls upon him to urge his sup- 

9 porters to lay dowm their “weapons and contribute to 

10 peace and reconciliation in the countiy; 

1 1 (4) calls for an immediate end to acts of vio- 

12 lence, human rights abuses, the intimidation of 

13 I'nitcd Nations troops, and the hindrance of United 

14 Nations access to investigate alleged violations of 

1 5 international human rights and humanitarian law; 

16 (5) asserts that Mr, Gbagbo and liis military 

17 and paramilitary forces must be held accountable for 

18 any human rights crimes and abuses that they have 

19 perpetrated against citizens and residents of Cote 

20 d’Hoire, as must all other persons or entities wdro 

have committed such violations; 


21 
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1 (6) calls on the United States Government and 

2 international commnnity to ('ontiniie to provide sup- 

3 port for the ongoing efforts of the Economic Com- 

4 rnuiiity of West Afiicnn States and tlie Afrienn 

5 Union efforts to resolve the Ivoirian crisis , in par- 

6 ticLilai:' through suppoif foi' implementation of the 

7 conflict resolution framework and related rec- 

8 ommendations contaiiied in the Report of the High 

9 Level Panel of the African Union for the Resolution 

10 of the Crisis in Cote d’Ivoire of March 10, 2011; 

11 (7) calls on the United Nations Securitj^ Coun- 

12 cil, vith the support of the elected Gov^ernment of 

13 Cote d’Ivoire, the African Union, and ECOWAS, to 

14 coritinue to ensure that legal democratic processes 

15 and international human rights and humanitarian 

16 law are upheld in Cote d’Ivoire, and that there is ac- 

17 countahility for violations thereof: 

18 (8) supports the application of smart, targeted 

19 sanctions against Mr. Gbagbo and Iris key sup- 

20 porters by the Uirited States Government and inter- 

21 national community in order to send a clear message 

22 that Ms rejection of the democratic process is unac- 

23 ecptahic and that impunity for human rights viola- 

24 tions and economic crimes against the Ivoirian peo- 
ple will not be tolerated; 


25 



37 


V 

1 (9) supports the Economic Community of AVest 

2 Afii(ta,n States and tlie Afrkiaii Ihiion’s aggressive 

3 steps to constrict the access of the Gbagbo regimeh 

4 a.c'cess to fiiiari(dal resourc'es, incJuding' all axhioiis 

5 taken by the Central Bank of West iVfrican States 

6 (BCEAO) of the West African Economic and Mone- 

7 taiy ITnion (EEMOA) to achieve that end; 

8 (10) calls on the United States Goveinnient and 

9 other responsible nations to continue, in a coordi- 

10 nated manner, to provide humanitaiian assistance to 

1 1 those vdth emergency needs, both within Cote 

12 d’Ivoire and in neighboring- countries hosting 

13 Ivoirian refugees, as necessaiy and appropsriate; 

14 (11) calls on President Ouattara to deiii- 

15 onstratc restraint and uphold rule of law with rc- 

16 spect to the capture and potential prosecution of Mr. 

17 Gbagbo and his suppoidcrs, while demonstrating 

18 commitment to reconciliation and recoveiy; 

19 (12) calls for an independent, and impartial in- 

20 vestigation of all allegations of mass killings and 

21 other human rights abuses, and calls on President 

22 Ouattara to provide unfettered access and the nec- 

23 cssa.iy resources for such an investigation to occur, 

24 vith the support of the United States and other re- 
sponsible nations, as neeessarv^ and appropriate: 


25 
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1 (13) calls for the disarmament of all irregular 

2 secnirity forces and militias; and 

3 (14) urges the Government of Cote d’Ivoire to 

4 immediately (iommence national rec-omdliation ef- 

5 forts, invest in rebuilding infrastructure, facilities, 

6 and institutions damaged as a result of the military 

7 and political crisis, to ensure the safety of all per- 

8 sons resident within Cote d’Ivoire and, facilitate the 

9 safe and voluntaiy return of refugees and internally 

10 displaced people. 

Amend the title so as to read: “A resolution sup- 
porting the democratic aspirations of the Tvoirian people 
a,nd calling on the Ilnited States to support diplomatic 
and humanitarian efforts to resolve the crisis and pro- 
mote reconciliation, disarmament, and stability in Cote 
d’Ivoire.”. 

ixj 
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Mr. Smith. Without objection, the amdendment is considered as 
read, and I would ask unanimous consent to include my full state- 
ment in the record. Without objection, so ordered. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Smith of New Jersey follows:] 
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House ResoluLion 85 addresses Ihe currenl siLuation in Cole d’Ivoire, which was the 
siibjecl of the informative hearing we have just concluded. 

After several postponements of presidential elections in Cole d ’Ivoire, the election of 
2010 was widely hoped for as the means of healing the deep divisions in this important West 
African nation. Unfortunately, rather than concluding a peaceful political transition, it 
produced a montlis-long stalemate in which law and order broke down and human rights 
violations increased. 

More than 500 persons arc known to have lost their lives as the result of post-election 
environment. More than one million Ivorians have been displaced by the violence, and as 
many as 1 00,000 sought reftige in neighboring countries. 

With the arrest this week ofLaurenl Gbagbo, who had refused for months to 
relinquish power in the face of international acceptance of his defeat at the hands of Alle.sanc 
Oiialiara, there is renewed hope for the restoration of Cote d’Ivoire to its previous standing 
within the international community. 

House Resolution 85, introduced by our Ranking Member, Mr. Donald Payne, 
accurately describes the events leading up to this long political stalemate and asks the House 
of Representatives to support actions to restore peace and stability to Cote d’Ivoire, 

Among the provisions of this legislation are: 

• A call upon former President Gbagbo to urge his supporters to lay down their 

weapons and contribute to peace and reconciliation in the country; 
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9 An immediate end to 'human rights violations, intimidation of United Nations 

peacekeepers and hindrances to United Nations investigation of intemalional human 
rights and humanitarian law; 

* Accountability for the alleged human rights violations, crimes and abuses perpetrated 
by the military and paramilitary forces of Mr, Gbagbo; 

« Continued U.S. and other international support for the humanitarian needs of the 
Ivorian people, and 

« Immediate national reconciliation efforts by the Govemment of Cote d’Ivoire and 
other measures to restore peace and prosperity to this "West African nation. 

Cote d’Ivoire is a longstanding ally of the United States, and even during the worst 
periods of its civil war, it remained one of America’s major trading partners. It is in the 
interest of the United States to play an active, appropriate role in helping to restore Cote 
d’Ivoire to its previous standing as an economic and political leader in Africa. 

Therefore, I urge passage of House Resolution 85 as amended. 
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Mr. Smith. And I do yield to Mr. Payne. 

Mr. Payne. Thank you very much. As I was saying, we have just 
had a hearing. I think that everything is pretty clear. I once again 
appreciate the amendment being brought up, and urge its support. 

Mr. Smith. Thank you very much, Mr. Payne, and I commend 
you on your resolution. It is an outstanding resolution, and we will 
push very hard to see that it comes to the floor. 

Would any other members like to be heard? Hearing no further 
requests to speak, the question is on agreeing to the amendment 
in the nature of a substitute. All those in favor, say aye. 

[Ayes.] 

Mr. Smith. All those opposed say no. In the opinion of the chair, 
the ayes have it. The amendment is agreed to. Hearing no further 
amendments, I move that the resolution as amended be reported 
favorably to the full Committee on Foreign Affairs. All those in 
favor say aye. 

[Ayes.] 

Mr. Smith. All those opposed, no. The ayes have it. The motion 
is agreed to, and the resolution as amended is reported favorably 
to the full committee. Without objection, the staff is directed to 
make any technical and conforming amendments. That concludes 
our business, and without objection the subcommittee markup 
stands adjourned. 

[Whereupon, at 10:35 a.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.] 
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